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Keynote Speaker: Augustine (Gus) Faucher is Senior Vice President and Chief 
Economist of The PNC Financial Services Group, serving as the principal spokesperson 
on all economic issues for PNC. 
 
Prior to joining PNC as Senior Macroeconomist in December 2011, Faucher worked for 
10 years at Moody’s Analytics (formerly Economy.com), where he was a Director and 
Senior Economist. He was responsible for running the firm’s computer model of the U.S. 
economy, edited a monthly publication on the U.S. economic outlook, covered fiscal 
and monetary policy, and analyzed various regional economies. Previously, he worked 
for six years at the U.S. Treasury Department, and taught at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He was named Senior Vice President in March 2015, Deputy Chief 
Economist in February 2016, and to his current role in April 2017. 
 
Faucher is frequently cited in international, national, and regional media outlets 
including The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times. He has appeared on ABC 
World News, CBS Evening News, NBC Nightly News and Nightly Business Report, and is 
regularly featured on CNBC, CNN and Fox Business. In addition, he appears regularly on 
CBS Radio, NPR and Marketplace. 
 
He serves on the board of directors of The Economic Club of Pittsburgh - the local 
chapter of National Association of Business Economics (NABE). He is also co-chair of the 
Financial Roundtable of NABE.  Faucher earned a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of Pennsylvania, with concentrations in labor economics and public 
economics. He also has a B. A. in economics from Cornell University. 
 

 

Keynote Speaker: Jeff Frieden is Professor of Government at Harvard University. He 
specializes in the politics of international monetary and financial relations. Frieden is 
the author of Currency Politics: The Political Economy of Exchange Rate Policy (2015); 
and (with Menzie Chinn) of Lost Decades: The Making of America's Debt Crisis and the 
Long Recovery (2011). Frieden is also the author of Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in 
the Twentieth Century (2006), of Banking on the World: The Politics of American 
International Finance (1987), of Debt, Development, and Democracy: Modern Political 
Economy and Latin America, 1965-1985 (1991), and is the co-author or co-editor of over 
a dozen other books on related topics.  His articles on the politics of international 
economic issues have appeared in a wide variety of scholarly and general-interest 
publications. 
 

 

Walter (Buddy) Baker is an experienced Global Trade Finance Banker, Letter of Credit 
Expert, Global Trade Risk Management Consultant & Trainer. With over 30 years of 
experience in international trade finance, he is a recognized expert and author of 
numerous magazine articles and the books Users' Handbook for Documentary Credits 
under UCP 600, Documentary Payments & Short -Term Trade Finance, and The 
Regulatory Environment of Letters of Credit and Trade Finance. He makes frequent 
presentations for national associations of exporters, importers, bankers, and lawyers. 
Mr. Baker is actively involved in establishing national and worldwide standard practices 
for L/Cs, such as the latest revision of the Uniform Customs and Practice for 
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Documentary Credits (referred to as "UCP600"), the official ICC guide for examining 
letter of credit documents, called the International Standard Banking Practices for the  
Examination of Documents under Letters of Credit ("ISBP"), the "eUCP" supplement to 
the UCP, dealing with electronic documents, the International Standby Practices 
("ISP98"), and Article 5 of the Uniform Commercial Code.  
 
He has acted as an advisor to the Wolfsberg Group, an international group that includes 
most of the largest banks in the world, whose purpose is to set standards for combating 
money laundering, and to the Institute of International Banking Law & Practice. Buddy 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of the ICTF. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from Yale and his MBA from Northwestern. 
 

 

Karen Cvitkovich is an expert on global leadership and workforce development. Her 
passion is collaborating with clients and partners to ensure successful business results 
between international counterparts, leaders and multinational teams. Her holistic 
approach brings her beyond culture, and into the intricacies of how international 
business is carried-out, allowing her to help solve complex people, process, and systemic 
global challenges. 

Over the past 20 years, Karen has had the opportunity to work with clients and partners 
on global projects in more than 40 countries across all continents. She has developed 
and led multinational teams in Europe, the USA and Asia/Pacific. 

Karen Cvitkovich has previously served as Managing Director for Global Talent 
Development at Aperian Global, and has worked as a Senior Consultant in intercultural 
consulting, coaching and multinational teambuilding for two decades. She has designed 
and facilitated learning and consulting projects for intact teams, team leaders, and 
individual contributors on subjects such as globalization, negotiations, conflict 
resolution, multinational teambuilding, global leadership and virtual communications.  

 

 

Romelio Hernandez is President of HMH Legal, a professional corporation specialized 
in credit and collection services in Mexico. He is based in Tijuana, Baja California, México, 
where he works with foreign exporting companies and collection agencies assisting them 
with their out-of-court and legal collection efforts throughout Mexico. His litigation 
experience of 20 years and exposure to international commercial law has allowed him to 
provide guidance to foreign companies in mitigating the various risks of selling 
international. Romelio graduated from Universidad Autónoma de Baja California, and 
was admitted to practice law in Mexico since 1997. Romelio holds a Masters’ Degree in 
Comparative Law (LL.M.) from the University of San Diego School of Law (2011). 
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Angela Hodges, RGCP, is Latin America Credit Supervisor for Eastman Chemical 
Company, which manufactures and markets chemicals, fibers and plastics worldwide. 
She has responsibility for Eastman's regional credit employees based in Mexico City and 
São Paulo. Prior to joining Eastman Chemical, Angela spent almost 14 years with Alcoa 
Inter-America, Inc. (a wholly owned subsidiary of Alcoa Inc.) where she managed their 
entire export region portfolio, including Latin America, Caribbean, Europe and Asia. Since 
obtaining her Master’s degree in International Management from the Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Angela's career has been focused entirely on 
international credit challenges. Angela has garnered over 20 years of experience in credit 
management, all with Fortune 500 corporations. Last but not least, Angela is extremely 
proud to serve on the Board of Directors for ICTF. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Fernando Mesia is currently Senior Vice President, Middle Market, Corporate Manager 
at Mercantil Commercebank N.A., a U.S. bank based in Florida. Prior to joining Mercantil, 
he was in charge of international corporate and financial institutions at Banque 
Sudameris, a French trade finance bank with operations in Europe and Latin America.  
Fernando has intensive trade finance experience facilitating U.S. companies and 
commodity traders to do business internationally.  He has a MBA from Florida 
International University.  
 

 Narci Munoz has over 15 years of International and Domestic Credit Management.   
Currently, he is a member of the Carlisle Construction Materials, Customer Financial 
services team for the past 2 years, after spending 15 years in the tire industry.  Carlisle 
Construction Materials, is a leading manufacturer of premium construction materials, 
with operations in the US and Europe and a part of the Carlisle Inc. group of companies.  
 
Over the span of his career, he has had the opportunity to work on trade finance facility 
deals in many countries which have allowed him to be perceptive and creative in utilizing 
international and country-specific security instruments and tools, while leveraging 
international banking partners, to help maximize sales while reducing the risk of 
nonpayment.  
 
Narci holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing and an MBA from the University of Findlay, 
in Findlay Ohio.  In addition, he holds a certification in international credit management 
(CICP) from the FCIB.  
 

 Andrè Python is Senior Vice President of Underwriting for FCIA Management Company. 
He manages FCIA’s Multi-Buyer Underwriting Operations. This group is responsible for 
working with FCIA’s broker network to develop new business and the servicing of 
existing insureds from underwriting their buyer risks, to handling policy amendments 
and the renewals of existing policyholders. He is a member of FCIA’s Senior Credit 
Committee, Claims Committee and Business Development Committee. André received 
his B.A. degree in History from Manhattan College and his M.B.A. from Pace University. 
Since completing his undergraduate studies at Manhattan College, Mr. Python has spent 
the majority of his career in the trade credit and political risk insurance field. 
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Tom Sayles is the Director of Global Credit and Anti-Money Laundering Compliance at 
Blackbaud, Inc. (NASDAQ: BLKB), the world’s leading cloud software company powering 
social good.  Tom is an accomplished Financial Executive with more than 30 years in all 
aspects of domestic and international finance and trade credit across diverse industries 
that include software as a service, payment services, wireless distribution, supply chain 
and logistic services, fine fragrances, food and beverage, and more.  His current role is 
managing the U.S. Federal, State, and International regulatory requirements for payment 
services. 
 
 

 

Susan Seamands’ career has focused on the international arena, with several years at 
Mutual of Omaha, AMF Industrial Apparel Machinery, ConAgra Foods, and since its 
inception in 2008, Gavilon, LLC.  Responsibilities have included management of the 
International trade credit portfolios for LatAm, Asia, Europe, Australia and Africa. 
 Approving counterparties for global commodity trades, to include grain and feed 
ingredients as well as fertilizer, has called for skillful use of trade terms that span the 
spectrum, from open credit to Letter of Credit and all options in between.  Susan has 
also managed and negotiated trade credit insurance policies as well as compliance 
screening programs for both ConAgra and Gavilon. 
   
She has been involved in several long-term collection efforts, both pre and post 2008 
and was instrumental in developing new metrics for evaluating Mark to Market (MTM) 
and Performance Risk for trades ranging from $100k to well over $100mm.  Over the 
course of her career, she has travelled extensively, to include such destinations as 
Mexico, Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, 
Germany, China and Japan.  She has also lived in France & England, and speaks French, 
Spanish, Italian, German and studied Mandarin Chinese.  She has done free-lance 
translation work for Virginia Power, Valmont and Nestlé.   
 
She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in French and Spanish from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha, 2ème Degré d’Etudes Françaises from the Université de Dijon in France, and a 
Master’s Degree in Business Administration with a focus on Global Trade from the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha.  She also earned her RGCP from ICTF, and is honored 
to have been recently elected to the ICTF Board after serving a three-year term as an 
Advisory Board member.   
 

 David Weidinger has 30+ years as a senior leader in international credit and finance 
with companies as DuPont and the McGraw-Hill Companies. He has expertise in business 
process improvement to drive sound business practices to enhance cash flow. David has 
a proven track record of developing and implementing financial and operational controls 
that improved company financial results.  

 


