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Walter (Buddy) Baker has over 30 years of experience in international 
trade finance. In May 2009 he joined Fifth Third Bank where he heads their 
Global Trade Solutions Delivery team. Fifth Third is one of the 20 largest 
banks in the US and provides a full range of risk mitigation and financing 
products for exporters and importers.  Prior to Fifth Third, Buddy worked 
for Atradius Trade Credit Insurance, ABN AMRO Bank, Bank of America, 
Wachovia Bank, and The First National Bank of Chicago. 
 
Buddy is a recognized expert in trade finance and author of numerous 
magazine articles and the books Users’ Handbook to Documentary Credits 
under UCP600, Documentary Payments & Short-Term Trade Finance, and 
The Regulatory Environment of Letters of Credit and Trade Finance. He 
owns the consulting firm Global Trade Risk Management Strategies, which 
specializes in educational training, and makes frequent presentations for 
national associations of exporters, importers, bankers and lawyers.  Mr. 
Baker serves as a member-at-large of the National Letter of Credit 
Committee of the International Financial Services Association and is actively 
involved in establishing national and worldwide standard practices for LCs, 
such as the recent revision of the Uniform Customs and Practice for 
Documentary Credits (referred to as UCP600), the official ICC guide for 
examining letter of credit documents, called the International Standard 
Banking Practices for the Examination of Documents under Documentary 
Credits, the eUCP supplement to the UCP dealing with electronic 
documents, the International Standby Practices, and Article 5 of the 
Uniform Commercial Code. He acts as an advisor to the Institute for 
International Banking Law and Practice and also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Association of International Credit and Trade Finance 
Professionals (ICTF), a multinational association of export credit managers.   
Buddy earned his undergraduate degree from Yale and his MBA from 
Northwestern. 

 
 Anthony Barrett is Vice President/Head of Broker Gateway for Atradius 

Trade Credit Insurance, Inc.  
 
Anthony’s department is responsible for the provision of competitive policy 
pricing and optimal trade receivables coverage to Atradius’ customers via 
the broker distribution network, whilst measuring the performance, 
standards and contribution of Atradius’ broker partners to ensure that 
Atradius achieves and exceeds its business-growth goals and objectives. 
 
Anthony has been with Atradius for 28 years and prior to his appointment 
to his current position in April 2011, Anthony held the role of Senior 
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Manager / Vice President, Risk Services, where he was responsible for the 
performance of the trade credit risk portfolio for the United States, 
Caribbean and Central American regions.  
 
Anthony is a graduate member of the U.K. based Institute of Export, an 
institution with a firm mission to enhance and promote professional 
standards in international trade management and export practice. 

 

 

Dr. Hans Belcsák has served as the President of S.J. Rundt & Associates, 
Inc., a New York headquartered consulting and publishing firm, since 1973. 
S.J. Rundt & Associates specializes in helping multinational companies, 
exporters, importers, banks and investors assess risks and opportunities in 
their international strategies and transactions. Dr. Belcsák is publisher of 
Rundt's World Business Intelligence, which focuses on global political and 
economic trends, Rundt's World Risk Analysis Program, a provider of 
country risk assessments, The Financial Executive's Country Risk Alert, and 
Rundt's FXPRO Foreign Exchange Rate Forecasts. Additionally, Dr. Belcsák is 
Chairman of the International Council for the American Management 
Association, a consultant for the Management Center Europe in Brussels, 
and an advisor to a regional governor of the Russian Federation.  
 
Dr.  Hans Belcsák is a renowned keynote speaker on global developments 
and is a founding member and supporter of ICTF. Dr. Belcsák was born and 
educated in Austria. He holds degrees in Commercial Law and Political 
Economics as well as a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree. Dr. Belcsák’s 
dissertation in economics has received significant recognition and accolade 
as a critical appraisal of Keynesian fiscal policy applied to modern 
economies. 
 

 

 

Ty Cobb is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Hogan Lovells 
where he is a long-standing leader in the Hogan Lovells' practices involving 
white collar criminal litigation, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) enforcement, Congressional investigations and hearings, and related 
complex civil litigation. 
 
Mr. Cobb, a former federal prosecutor, is a Fellow of the American College 
of Trial Lawyers and is annually profiled in Best Lawyers in America, Who's 
Who in the World, and International Who's Who of Business Crime 
Lawyers. In December of 2011, he was again recognized by Lawdragon as 
one of the "500 Leading Lawyers in America". Also, in 2011, Ty was 
inducted into the Ethisphere Hall of Fame which now has 10 members and 
which recognizes attorneys who have made lasting contributions to the 
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advancement of corporate ethics and compliance. 
 
In the course of his career, Ty's wide ranging enforcement, bribery and 
corruption practice has taken him to over 33 countries and 44 states. 
Because of the high profile and potential consequences of many of his 
representations, he has appeared on "Meet the Press," "Face the Nation," 
CNN, and FOX in the service of his clients. 
 

  

 

Ted Fishman, Keynote Speaker, is an international best-selling author 
and an accomplished public speaker who has addressed audiences 
worldwide. He has been featured on ABC World News Tonight, CNN, Fox, 
NBC's Today Show, CNBC, NPR, The BBC and Sky News. A former floor 
trader and member of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, Ted ran his own 
trading firm until 1992. He has lived and worked in Japan and Indonesia. 
Ted is a graduate of Princeton University. 

 

 
 Sue Higgins, RGCP is a Senior Credit Manager at Land O’Lakes, Inc., a 

member-owned cooperative with sales of more than $14 billion a year.   She 
heads the International Credit team for global sales.   Land O’Lakes offers a 
line of agricultural supplies, as well as production and business services. They 
are a leading marketer of dairy-based food products for consumers, 
foodservice professionals and food manufacturers. 

 
With more than 15 years of experience in international credit, Sue has 
experienced significant growth in international sales at her company.  She has 
created new policies and procedures as well as introduced risk mitigation 
techniques for her department to support the global sales growth. 
 

 

Jeff Jankowiak is a Partner in the firm of International Risk Consultants, 
Inc. headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, with offices in Chicago, New York, 
Los Angeles, Indianapolis, San Francisco, Hong Kong, Guangzhou, China, 
London, Sao Paulo Brazil, and Monterrey Mexico. IRC is also a member of 
the International Credit Brokers Association, the largest global network of 
trade credit insurance brokers with 42 offices in 27 countries. Located in 
San Francisco, Jankowiak leads the firms' efforts in California and the 
Western region.  
 
Previous to joining the firm he was Vice President of Marketing, Finance 
and Administration at Cozzini, Inc., Chicago, IL, a capital equipment 
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manufacturer serving the food industry. During his tenure he developed 
and operated a trade finance and credit group for short and medium term 
credit exposures. He also led a team, which created structured trade 
programs with EXIM Bank and ECA's for Latin America, Eastern Europe, and 
Russia. Prior to this he was Chief Operating Officer at The National 
Provisioner, Inc., Chicago, IL an agricultural consulting service for meat, 
poultry and seafood industries.  
 
He is a graduate of Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, Food and 
Human Nutrition, Economics and Finance. Jankowiak is a founding member 
of ICTF and a member of the ICTF Board of Directors.  
 

 

Dan North has been with Euler Hermes ACI (EH ACI) since 1996, using 
macroeconomic and quantitative analyses to help manage EH ACI’s risk 
portfolio of more than $250 billion in annual U.S. trade transactions. As an 
economist he has appeared on CNBC, Fox Business News, France 24, and 
Bloomberg Radio and Television. He has been quoted by Barron’s, Business 
Week, Paris Le Monde, and the Wall Street Journal. And recently, he was 
ranked fourth on Bloomberg’s list of the top 65 economic forecasters for 
the 2008-2009 period. Mr. North holds an MBA from the Wharton School of 
Business.  

 
 André Python is Vice President of Underwriting for FCIA Management 

Company. He manages FCIA’s Multi-Buyer Underwriting Operations. This 
group is responsible for working with FCIA’s broker network to develop new 
business and the servicing of existing insureds from underwriting their buyer 
risks, to handling policy amendments and handling the renewals of existing 
policyholders. He is a member of FCIA’s Senior Credit Committee and 
Business Development Committee. He received his B.A. degree in History 
from Manhattan College and his M.B.A. from Pace University. Since 
completing his undergraduate studies at Manhattan College, Mr. Python has 
spent the majority of his career in the trade credit and political risk 
insurance field. 
 
 

 Walter Rebello is a Senior Manager, International Credit at Ravago 
Americas. Ravago is a Belgian corporation with sales of over Euros 4 billion 
per year mostly dedicated to the commercialization of plastic resins and 
synthetic rubber, and with over 8,000 customers in the Americas. Ravago 
conducts business in more than 80 countries.  
 
Walter was born in Brazil, graduated from Fundacao Getulio Vargas in Sao 
Paulo with a degree in Finance and a post-graduate degree in Computer 
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Science. He spent 19 years with Dow Chemical, including 5 years as Credit 
Manager for Dow/Dow Agro Sciences/Pharmaceutical in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and 5 years as Latin America Credit Manager out of Coral Gables, FL and Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. Walter has been an active member of the NCCA - National 
Chemical Credit Association, serving on the board from 1993-1996 and 
again from 2004-2008, including Chairperson of the International Division. 
He was involved with FCIB for almost 18 years, from the early 90's until 
2010, but is no longer involved.  
 
Walter is now an active board member of ICTF. He has travelled to over 50 
countries in his professional life. 

  

 

Mark Walker is the Global Credit Manager at Celanese Corporation. He 
brings 25 years of expertise in finance, analysis, facilitation, work processes, 
system development and knowledge of functional organizations. 
Throughout his 18 year credit career he has held various positions, starting 
as Collections and Receivables Specialist to his current role as Global Credit 
Manager at Celanese Corporation, a $6.8 billion global, integrated producer 
of specialty and immediate chemical products selling to 120 countries 
around the world.  
 
Mark also worked for The Dow Chemical Company and Armstrong World 
Industries. He obtained his Master’s degree in Finance in 1998 and 
continues his education through NACM and the National Chemical Credit 
Association (NCCA). He served as the Chairman of the International Board 
(2006-2007) and Executive Board Chairman (2009-2011) with NCCA. Mark is 
currently pursuing his Six Sigma Green Belt. 
 

 

Arjan Van de Wall is the Regional Director, Americas at Euler Hermes 
World Agency. He joined Euler Hermes in Baltimore in 2005 as Senior Vice 
President responsible for Latin America, Marketing, and Strategic Broker 
relationships in the USA. In 2010, Arjan moved to Toronto to become Chief 
Executive Officer of Euler Hermes Canada, and in 2012, Arjan returned to 
the Home Office as Regional Director of the Americas for World Agency. 
 
Before joining Euler Hermes, Arjan spent eleven years with Atradius Group 
(NCM) in The Netherlands and USA where he was responsible for Marketing 
and Sales. Prior to that he was employed for four years with Intrum Justitia 
Group, Europe’s largest Receivable Management Group focusing on sales 
and marketing, product management and international development. 
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Marcus Wunderlich is a Vice President in Citibank’s North American 
Trade Finance division.  His area of responsibility includes the origination, 
structuring, syndication and execution of mid to large-size structured 
finance facilities with a focus on funded and unfunded receivables finance 
transactions. 
 

Marcus joined Citi in 2002 upon graduation from business school and has 
worked in various areas of the firm including Investment Banking and Debt 
Capital Markets. Prior to his career in banking, Marcus worked in Germany 
and Sweden as a Director in the Sales & Marketing division of telecom 
equipment manufacturer Ericsson. 

 
Marcus earned a Diploma in Electrical Engineering from RWTH Aachen 
University (Germany) and a Masters in Business Administration from The 
Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. 

 
 


